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AGM AGENDA 

Item  Subject  

1  Apologies  

2  Approval of the Minutes of the 2017 AGM  

3  Matters Arising  

4  Annual Reports  

5  Resolutions – None Received 

6  Election of Officers  
Uncontested:  
 

 Secretary – Barbara Rowland (proposed by Chris Milburn, seconded by Quintin Cornforth) 
 
Nominations for Chair: 
 

 Jeanette Mitchell (proposed by Karl Fisher, seconded by Kate McKee) 

 Eric Jenkinson (proposed by Nadine Bristow, seconded by Alex Bull 
 
 

7  Any Other Business  

8  Date of Next meeting  

 

OPEN FORUM  

The AGM will be followed by the Open Forum at the same venue. Please see separate document for 

discussion points. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

This year saw a full calendar of tournaments, with the Invitational tournament running for its second year, 

providing a different tournament format to enable players to experience a wider range of play outside their 

normal club groupings. Although the weather is always an unpredictable factor in any tournament, this year was 

unusual in that the prolonged lack of rain over the summer meant that horses had to cope with very hard ground 

for much of the season. Paradoxically however, a deluge in the later part of Nationals proved a challenge for both 

players and organisers, who nevertheless did a sterling job in trying conditions.  Our congratulations go to Kent 

Target, who emerged as overall winners of the Nationals Trophy. 

The Early Season Tournament, Midland camp and Nationals, as UKPA events, all saw a good attendance, as did 

most tournaments. In addition to our usual summer activities on grass, the arena leagues are also now becoming 

established events making polocrosse much more of a year-round activity. This year we also welcome a number of 

new clubs: Beaudesert, Yorkshire Warriors, Bethersden Bulls and Warwick. We wish them well for their future 

development and hope they will contribute to the ongoing challenge of growing the sport where our interaction 

with the Pony Club and our fledgling interactions with University equestrian clubs continue to be important. Our 

thanks go to those who put a considerable amount of time and effort into these activities. 

On the international front, 2018 saw a successful U19s trip to South Africa with both the boys and girls sides 

demonstrating that they can compete effectively at international level – hopefully a good sign for the future. Our 

team for the World Cup in Warwick, Australia in 2019 is now in place and will be working over the winter to 

prepare for next April. A successful World Cup bash was held in Nottingham and was focused on raising funds both 

for the World Cup team and for the Player Development Pathway with a total of £9K being achieved. Many thanks 

to Colin Thomason, Caro Daniels and colleagues for organising such a successful event.  Fundraising and the 

recruitment of sponsorship for our World Cup effort is actively ongoing  and I hope we can all get behind the team 

and give them our full encouragement and support. 

As proposed last year, the Player Development Pathway has been embedded over the past twelve months and in 

association with this more UKCC qualified coaches are being brought on to lead the sessions as outlined further in 

the attached reports. In addition, some of the administrative improvements mentioned last year, in relation to the 

collection and management of data have now been progressed. I would like to say a big thank you to Laura Scott 

who, in conjunction with Anna, has done a tremendous job in managing this during her period in office as 

Secretary. In addition thanks to Anna, our new website is now also up and running. 

Looking forward, we are now working on the 2019 calendar and, as always, looking to avoid having too many 

tournaments close together. This is always a challenge when coupled with the restrictions on availability for some 

venues, but we hope to have a calendar out for review in December.  

Finally, the past year is one that has seen some significant changes in the British Equestrian Federation where, 

although we are one of the smaller member bodies, we have maintained our visibility and will continue to benefit 

from such things as coaching accreditation and professional support in areas of governance and compliance, 

including safeguarding, that would be difficult for us to sustain as a relatively small organisation. Next year, 

alongside the World Cup, also sees the General Meeting of the world governing body for polocrosse – the 

International Polocrosse Council (IPC), where it will be important to ensure that the views of the UKPA on the 

future development of both the IPC and the sport of polocrosse are well represented. 

  

 

Eric Jenkinson – Chairman
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TREASURER’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

I am pleased to be able to report that for the first time in four years the UKPA has returned a small 

surplus rather than a deficit. Clearly, running a deficit in perpetuity is unsustainable and our reserves 

have depleted significantly since 2014, including cash balances which are less than £6k, so it was 

essential to bring about change. In doing so I realise the decisions over membership fees and 

tournament entry fees have not been universally popular but there is no magic wand and our fee 

structure is still extremely competitive when compared to other equine sports, and in my view going 

bust is not an option! 

Our total expenses figure is the lowest it has been for five years and is testament to the efforts many 

have made to save money wherever we can. This is despite a regulatory environment that continues to 

heap administrative burdens and their associated cost onto even small organisations such as our own 

UKPA; for example the new GDPR regulations required an overhaul of the website (beyond the user 

interface improvements) to ensure data was being processed in the ‘right place’, in the ‘right way’ and 

for the ‘right reasons’ to comply with the law. 

This is the first year Midland Camp has been run directly by the UKPA. It was much enjoyed by almost a 

hundred members and at last generated a small profit for the first time in several years which will be 

reinvested in developing polocrosse training. 

My thanks in particular must go to Laura Scott, Anna Tarbuck and Rachael Duhig who have done so 

much to support the treasury, to Chris Milburn for running Midland Camp with me, and to Iain Heaton 

for assisting in preparing the final accounts. 

Quintin Cornforth –Treasurer 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30 SEPTMBER 2018 
  2018  2017 
Income     
Subscriptions and Club Registrations      28,220       26,688  
Sponsorship/ Marketing             185          722  
Income from Sport England Funding            -               -    
Other income  -        1,687  
Interest  -  - 

      28,405       29,097  
     
Tournaments and Other Activities     
Nationals and Early Season Tournament       6,476        1,804  
International Events  -    5,053   -    4,793  
UKPA Ball            924               -    

  -    2,348   -    2,989  
Less Expenditure     
Mandatory     
Insurance      11,142       12,337  
Printing, postage and stationery          915           910  
Honorarium            -               -    
Meeting Costs          330           165  
Meeting Costs-IPC            -               -    
Subscriptions IPC      1,001        1,359  
 BEF      1,538        1,494  

      14,925       16,265  
Publicity     
Magazine            -               -    
Leaflets            -               -    
Website          48           120  
Demonstrations            -               -    
Marketing & PR          -           159  
TV filming            -               -    
Photography            -               -    

          48           279  
     
Sports Development     
UKCC Costs, Coaching & Training Grants       2,099        4,249  
Umpiring            -               -    
Squad Development            620               -    
Growth, Event and Coach funding       410        3,899  

       3,128        8,148  
Other     
Paid Secretariat       6,065        6,494  
Executive Expenses          157           145  
Membership Costs            -               -    
Data Protection            -               -    
Purchases             -               -    
General Expenses            -               -    
Depreciation             -               -    
Limited Company            -               -    
World cup entry fee            -               -    
Other expenditure          -337           487  

       5,885        7,126  
     

Total expenses      23,987       31,817  

Profit/ (loss) for year  6,788  -    5,710  

Balance Brought Forward      33,584       39,554  
Total Reserves      40,350       33,845  
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 SEPTMBER 2018 
 2018  2017 

Fixed Assets    

Shields; Cups and Trophies      1,293       1,293  

Sticks and Balls            -    

Pop up Stand            -    

      1,293       1,293  

Bank Accounts    

Current      5,792     4,227  

Deposit     

 5,792     4,227  

Stock    

UKPA Merchandise for resale      1,500   
         

1,500  

      1,500          1,500    

Amounts receivable within 1 year    

Prepayments and other debtors 13,657        3,813  

      13,657        3,813  

Amounts receivable after 1 year    

Loan to World Cup Polocrosse (2011) Ltd          23,238        23,238  

Total assets     45,480     34,072  

    
Liabilities    

Accruals           -4,642              -    

Other creditors - 488   - 488  

Amounts owed to Horse Fund investors -         -    

 -5,130  -488 

    

Net assets     40,350     33,584  

 
Balance Brought forwards     33,584     39,294  

Profit/ (Loss) for the year 6,766   -   5,710  

Reserves 40,350   33,584  
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EXECUTIVE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT  

I have played polocrosse now for 26 years, in all this time I was quite happy to leave the running of 

things to the Exec. And I was as guilty as the next player for blaming the Exec for everything from rule 

changes I did not agree with to the rising cost of petrol. As this was going to be my first foray into the 

world of the Exec, I thought I would opt for what I thought was an easier role… little did I know! 

This year has been an eye opener for me, seeing things from the other side of the fence.  I entered the 

role with the aim to develop and build on the lines of communication between the membership and the 

Exec. I hope to some degree that we have achieved this. I have had in excess of 25 members approach 

me with a variety of concerns/issues, half of these were as the result of the request that I posted on 

Facebook for you to raise any issues with me to take to the early season exec meeting. With such a good 

response it did take some time to get through them, once the responses had been completed these 

were sent to the membership.  Throughout the season I had several concerns raised to me about some 

of the content that was posted on social media, either in relation to an individual or the UKPA as a 

whole. We did discuss the use of social media at last year’s AGM, I would ask once again that before 

posting anything that may cause upset or bring the reputation of the UKPA into question, please just 

take a moment to consider any potential negative impacts.  

The membership raised concerns regarding the increase of the National entry fee, we listened to the 

concerns and were able to offer a choice on the Saturday evening meal, the consensus was that players 

would rather not have the evening meal so it was removed from the schedule.  A breakdown of the 

costs was also published so as to be transparent about the actual cost of running the event.  

For the next year I will again ask you for your input, comments and feedback and will strive to get 

responses and ensure that your voices are heard. I would also urge players to not do as I did and wait 25 

years before putting yourself forward for a role on the Exec, come and have a peak behind the curtain, I 

think you will be very surprised! 

Have a great Christmas and New Year one and all. 

Kerry Bean – Member Rep 
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INTERNATIONAL LIAISON (NORTH) REPORT  

2018 has been another good year for the development of the European game and our ties with our 

European friends. Once again we have seen a growing number of players from Ireland, France, 

Germany, and Finland travelling here and competing in our domestic game. What is also very exciting is 

the improvement in their level of play, with players from France, Germany and Finland competing 

successfully in our B grade for the first time. This is reflected in their own countries where we are seeing 

a good steady raise in the quality of their tournaments.  

 

Sadly there have been less UK players taking the trip across the Chanel than last year, but I'm sure that 

we can address this next season. We have the French hosting European Championships being held just 

one hour from Calais two weeks before our Nationals in 2019.  I am already calling out for any keen UK 

Veterans that would like to be in the UK team for this event. Please contact me! 

 

As most of you know, my wife and I spend a lot of time out in Europe promoting and coaching 

Polocrosse but it would be unfair not to mention that over the last few years Iain Heaton has put a great 

deal of effort and time over the water helping and coaching and also Grant Hayes has done some 

sterling work over the last year or two with the Dutch players. 

 

The Bethersden Bulls Polocrosse club was formed near Ashford in Kent this year with an interesting club 

ethos/rule. The rule being that they have at least one European player in their teams at every 

tournament they attend. This has been met with plenty of enthusiasm from the French who were kind 

enough to loan both Gael and Tilda Beaufils for a number of tournaments. The Germans loaned Miriam 

Gembus, Tonnes Kuhne, Sasha (Jake) Cruprella, and Jule Alstinger, and Teemu Helve from Finland 

played with the Bulls for most of the season. This has been a fantastic experience for the club but also 

for all those involved. It has helped to give a much needed improvement of diversity to many of our 

players that had the opportunity to play against them and of course it has given them a great deal more 

experience in tournament play. 

 

Off the back of this success I would whole heartily encourage other clubs to offer a place or some sort of 

exchange system with the Europeans whenever they get the opportunity. I would love to hear from any 

clubs or individual families that would be interested in this for next year. Please feel free to contact me 

so that I can put you in touch with the appropriate European clubs and players! 

 

Thanks must be given to The Irish Polocrosse Association for hosting the test matches in Ireland earlier 

this year which were a great help towards the development of our Open Squad and thanks to the Dutch 

for hosting the 2018 European Challenge. There have been discussions of a Dutch team coming on tour 

over here and then on to Ireland next season, so watch this space! 

 

It is important for me to ask you all to recognise and thank a number of people that have put a massive 

amount of time and extra work into helping with the many issues and shortfalls that happen when we 

are trying to host and improve our links with our overseas friends as we all reap the benefits from 

mixing with and playing against them. So a big thank you to Jan Jenkinson for tirelessly sorting out last 

minute memberships among other things. 
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Also thanks must be given to my wife Kate Henning and to Gill James for the constant flow of good hire 

horses needed to make it possible to host overseas players. The work they do is often dropped on them 

at the last minute and well beyond the call of duty. 

 

And finally a massive thank you to Laura Scott for her help. She has been a major asset to all of us on 

the Exec and has made my job so much easier! 

 

Wayne Henning – International Liaison (North) 
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT  
 
2018 has seen a slight decrease in membership. The playing membership totalled 323 against 351 in 
2017, although congratulations to 3C for bringing in 11 new players, and Arden for introducing 7.   
  
Winter League also brought in new members and contributed to players taking out their membership 
early in the season. Temporary membership continues to be a success, with many upgrading to become 
full members. Overseas memberships have also increased this year again.   
 
Let’s hope that we can get back onto an upward trend in 2019. 
 

Jan Jenkinson  
 

CLUB Senior U21 Junior PJ 
Non-

Player 
TOTAL OS NEW 

TEMP 
28 

TEMP 
2 

Pony 
Club 

ARDEN 19 12 10 10 2 53  7 1 3 19 

BEAUDESERT 10   1 1 12      

BETHERSDEN BULLS 13 2  1  16 2 5  1  

CELYN 16 9 12 1 5 43 1 4  1 16 

CHILTERN 10 3    13  1   2 

COTSWOLD 26 11 3 4 3 47 2 1   10 

EASTERN PENNINE 6     6  3    

HIGHLANDERS 6     6 1     

KENT TARGET 23 13 6 7 2 51  2   6 

LIMEMERE  8 3 4 2  17  5  1 1 

NORTHERN LIONS 3 2 2 1  8  5   5 

ROCKWOOD     2 2      

RUGBY  2  1  3  4  2 1 

THREE COUNTIES 10 12 2  3 27 13 11 1  2 

WARWICK 6 1   1 8 1 1    

WELSH DRAGONS   5 3 3 11  6   5 

YORKSHIRE WARRIORS 9 5 4  1 19 1 3 2  2 

NO CLUB     2 2      

HONORARY     1 1      

TBA 1  1   2  1  1 1 

            

TOTAL 167 76 49 31 26 349 21 61 3 9 70 

            

2017 177 74 63 37 42 393 19 66   90 

2016 167 74 44 31 30 346  36   89 

2015 154 78 50 23 49 357  47    

2014 151 79 69 6 44 369   41   

2013 178 80 63 44 49 414   67   
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND SECRETARIAT UPDATE 
 
2018 saw a number of administrative challenges with the introduction of GDPR. How we hold and use 

your data is now even more well-policed, and we continue to develop our administration methods. 

We are currently investing in the creation and development of an online Sharepoint site. This will give 

us several benefits, including a central repository of all UKPA documents that can be shared with 

Executive and Appointed Officers along with Club officials. The system will allow Clubs to access some of 

their own data, and will also provide the starting point for a comprehensive player, umpire, horse and 

coach database. 

2018 saw the relaunch of the website, and while this is still evolving, we hope that our ‘Members Only’ 

area will go live in the new year, along with the option to join and update your details online. Our World 

Cup team have their own microsite, and a PDP microsite is also due to go live in 2019. For next year we 

hope to publish more news and tournament reports, so if you would like to get involved by providing a 

report we would love to hear from you!  

The 2018 Handbook underwent a full review and was republished.  There were changes made to our 

horse welfare requirements, how dangerous vices are managed in both a competitive and non-

competitive environment, enhancements to safeguarding and child protection standards and our health 

& safety policy and procedures.  

Our grading process also underwent a review and as a result we introduced three ‘grading approval 

dates’ across the year, with the intention being that clubs submitted any changes by these points for 

review/updating before an updated grading list was published. We know that this hasn’t worked 

perfectly this year and it will probably take a little more time for the process to be embedded but a plea 

is that clubs send through any changes required/requested by these dates.  

We all know that running tournaments and events takes considerable time, effort and energy, and with 

this in mind the UKPA Executive advertised for individuals who could take on some of these tasks. Thank 

you to all those that came forward and to those that have been part of the activity this year.  

The UKPA merchandise shop was launched selling a variety of UKPA branded items that include polo 

shirts, jackets, gilets plus umbrella, mugs and bags.  Items can be personalised as well. The link to the 

shop is on the UKPA website. 

We have also launched a UKPA Members Only Facebook Group.  This group will be used to share 

information that is relevant to the membership, allowing our Official UKPA Facebook page to be used as 

our ‘shop window’ and providing more information to potential new members and developing 

awareness of the sport.  The intention is that information around tournaments, orders of play, spare 

player/horse requests will be posted in the UKPA Members Only Facebook Group.  

Looking forward, we will be looking to mid-January to run a club/tournament organiser meeting and will 

also use the opportunity to introduce club officials to the new SharePoint site. 

Laura Scott & Anna Tarbuck
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COACHING DEVELOPMENT REPORT  
 
This year has been spent trying to get coaches to complete their portfolios and the practical 

assessments with EQL before we do the transfer for all coaching programmes to 1st4Sport. 

 

This has taken the whole year as all candidates have to have completed all the portfolios and have their 

first aid and safeguarding certificates completed before they take the practical.  Thirteen candidates 

have taken their practical assessments and portfolios are either with the assessor, internal verifier or 

EQL for signing off and certification. This was made up of one Level 3 candidate, eight Level 2 candidates 

and four Level 1 candidates. However, there are four Level 3 candidates and three Level 2 candidates 

who still need to complete. Once these have been signed off we can switch to our new provider, and it is 

planned that new registrations and workshops will be able to start in the New Year. 

 

Jan Jenkinson has completed training for a UKCC assessor and has been a welcome addition to the UKCC 

workforce. We are very grateful to all our coach educators and assessors who take time to support our 

verification and accreditation of UKPA coaches. 

 

Please do contact me with any queries through the website email – coaching@ukpolocrosse.co.uk. 

 

Ursula Scott – Coaching Development Officer 
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CHIEF COACH REPORT  
 
This year has been extremely busy on the coaching front, both in the domestic and international game. 

Despite a rather wet beginning to the year, we saw both club and PDP training right from the start of 

2018. Midland Camp, this year run by the UKPA, proved to be a highlight once again to the training 

calendar, along with Celyn’s pre-PC Champs camp, Kent’s training day and tournament, and PC Area 8’s 

activities, amongst many others. 

 

The Player Development Pathway, which we launched this time in 2017, has now completed its first 

year. As predicted, it has taken time for the new format to bed in, and a particularly busy 2018 calendar 

meant that training opportunities during the grass season were few and far between if we were to not 

interfere with Club activity. However, we have still managed to run monthly sessions for a variety of 

different age groups, using venues such as Onley, Dallas Burston, the Unicorn Trust and Newbold Comyn 

Leisure Centre. Players from U14 up to U25 have been involved in ridden, on foot, fitness and 

teambuilding sessions, and we are starting to see a real team ethos amongst these players. 

 

In July we took fourteen U19 players to play in tests in South Africa. This was a great opportunity for our 

youngsters to play abroad and even better to see our boys team emerge victorious, putting on a great 

display of polocrosse which combined excellent stick and tactical skills with equally impressive 

horsemanship. Furthermore, all players in the PC test matches against Australia this summer were also 

PDP members. 

 

We have now been able to add a further two UKCC qualified coaches into the PDP program, as well as 

an assistant manager, and we hope that this will allow us to continue offering the best quality training 

and opportunities to our young players. 

 

Looking forward to 2019, we have a full calendar of training events in the pipeline for PDP, and of course 

our World Cup team will be heading out to Australia in April. In the domestic game, we have dates for 

club training and camps already coming through, and we also look forward to continuing our work with 

the UKCC program to get even more of our coaches qualified and out there! 

 

Tom Simkin – Chief Coach 
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SAFEGUARDING & CHILD PROTECTION REPORT  
 
All clubs had Safeguarding officers in place this year, who had the appropriate qualifications and training 

to fill this role. The UKPA Safeguarding Officer attended the BEF Lead Safeguarding Officer Training in 

July which was a useful day. 

Raised awareness of safeguarding issues has been evident and reminders and paperwork have been 

sent to club Safeguarding officers prior to tournaments and camps, resulting in two concern forms being 

completed and acted upon. It is important that all members are aware of our safeguarding 

responsibilities. 

Clubs need to remember they must have trained safeguarding officers in place for the new season and 

all their details must be logged with the Lead Safeguarding Officer. Clubs must also notify the Lead 

Safeguarding Officer of any in-bound coaches from abroad, who must receive full UK Safeguarding 

training (alongside ratification from the Chief Coach), before they work with any under 18s in the UK.  

Please contact Ursula Scott for further details. 

 
Ursula Scott – UKPA Safeguarding Officer 
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HEALTH & SAFETY REPORT  
 
There were 207 instances of Dangerous Play recorded in 2018, up from 199 in 2017. DPR stats taken 

from the last four years (when we began to collate this information from the tournament scoresheets) 

shows us that there have been both rises and falls in certain types of offence. 

 

The DPR breakdown for 2018 shows that Head Hits continue to be the most prevalent type of offence, 

accounting for 54% of the total, followed by Dangerous Riding (15%) and Wild Swings (13%). 
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As would be expected, DPR numbers are higher in the higher grades, but from a H&S perspective one of 

the most significant statistics is the rise in the number of players riding through the goal posts (RTPosts). 

 

 
 

It can be seen that since the ruling was 

introduced to allow just one goal judge, 

there has been a rise in this particular type 

of DPR. This is something that should be 

investigated further going forward into the 

2019 season, as goal judge safety must be 

paramount.  

 

We should also be mindful that as we are 

now allowing 14-16 year olds to goal judge, 

it is even more important that the rules are 

adhered to. Although our ruling states that 

a 14-16 year old must be accompanied by 

an adult goal judge, scoresheets show that this is often not the case, and that there have been instances 

of youngsters goal judging alone. Whether the reduced presence behind the posts makes those in this 

role appear less significant to players is something that we cannot rule out. 

 

There has been just one major safety issue raised this season, concerning a head hit at Arden, and from 

this we will be looking at head injury protocols more closely going forward. 

 

For 2019 we will be revisiting the importance of the tournament paperwork from a H&S perspective, 

with a view to ensuring all field marshals and tournament organisers understand exactly what is 

expected of them in their role. There is still much room for improvement in the reporting of incidents at 

tournaments, and it is clear that not all tournament officials are aware of which forms should be 

completed for which incidents. I will be working alongside the admin team next year to help clarify this. 

 

Sarah Simkin – H&S Officer 
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MARKETING REPORT  
 
2018 started with a bang, with over 140 of us meeting in Nottingham for the UKPA Ball and UK Team 

fund raiser. Not a horse in sight and everyone dry and clean; by the way we really do scrub up well! 

The feedback was excellent and with £9,000 raised for the World Cup Team and PDP program it must be 

deemed a success. For those looking forward to the next event, it has been agreed that we run a Ball on 

this scale every other year to keep it fresh and exciting. As part of the World Cup fund raising effort 

there is a daytime event in the pipeline for March 2019. Details will be posted on the website and 

Facebook as soon as they become available.  

Many clubs have used the O’Neills and Sew Print playing shirt and leisure wear companies this year. 

Both businesses now have a good understanding of how we operate and are keen to work closer with 

us. If there are other companies that you work well with and give good rates, please feel free to share 

them as good kit suppliers are hard to find. 

Whilst the weather wasn’t kind to us at Nationals, our sponsors were with Rowan pulling together our 

best-ever haul of prizes and pitch sponsors.  

The biggest marketing development in 2018 has been on the press and social media coverage. Caro has 

been pushing our name out there tirelessly and a separate report regarding this is attached.  

Our biggest drive now is to get the World Cup team away to Australia with as much support as possible. 

Alexandra Newman, a professional sponsorship manager, is giving up her time to co-ordinate our most 

concerted fund-raising effort ever. There are Gold, Silver and Bronze sponsorship packages available for 

companies wishing to expose their brand to over 60,000 equestrian “nuts” at the event and many more 

times that over social media. Details of the packages are available on our team’s website – 

worldcup.ukpolocrosse.co.uk.  

Please feel free to contact me or Alex if you think you may know someone who may be interested. 

Please be assured that sponsors will be truly rewarded with excellent coverage and exposure 

guaranteed.  

I hope that you and your horses winter well and here’s to a great World Cup and 2019 season.  

 
Colin Thomason – Marketing Officer 
  

http://www.worldcup.ukpolocrosse.co.uk/
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PRESS REPORT 2018 

The purpose of the Press Officer is to raise the profile of the sport through interaction with different 

press and marketing mediums. 

Social media once again has concentrated, in the main, on Facebook and Instagram. Following 

discussions with the Exec and the membership, it was decided to change the name of the main UKPA 

Facebook page from *Official* United Kingdom Polocrosse Association to United Kingdom Polocrosse 

Association. Whilst it was acknowledged that the previous name was created to ensure visitors were 

aware that this was indeed the Official page, the way in which the platform search engine works meant 

that it was difficult to find. In turn this was resulting in lost traffic. The change in name has indeed 

significantly increased the visitors and we reached the milestone of 2k likes this year.  

We have also experimented with the use of paid advertising, in particular for the World Cup Bash and 

some of its more niche auction prizes. Again, this increased the traffic significantly and meant that the 

sport was seen by those who may not have been looking for it. We need to remember that whilst 

polocrosse is our staple equestrian diet, for many it is unheard of and this is a key area of growth for us. 

So to find ways to utilise the social media platforms to reach out to these people is key. 

With this in mind the decision was taken to commence a private members page to share pertinent 

information amongst the membership as well as the existing public page becoming our ‘shop front’. This 

means that information which is of only interest to the membership such as OOP, schedules, please for 

players can be shared privately whilst the main page has amore ‘corporate’ feel. The member’s page 

now has 228 members which represents a good proportion of the overall membership. Added members 

are checked by the admin team to ensure that they are current UKPA permanent members.  

Instagram continues to be a popular platform on which to share our news. The use of the hashtag 

#horsesofinstagram creates much increased traffic and I would recommend that you use this when 

posting your own polocrosse pictures as this will lead other new interests to the sport. 

The World Cup team have been encouraged to create their own UK team polocrosse profiles which can 

be reposted and so generate increased interest over the coming months. Whilst on the subject of the 

World Cup, the Australian media team are very keen to receive pictures of the world wide participation 

in polocrosse so remember to hashtag them in your posts too. 

The UKPA has social media guidelines in place and we try hard to adhere to these. We would therefore 

ask that before you send us your pictures for inclusion that you ask the permission of anyone who is in 

them. If those in the picture are children then we need the permission of the parent, not the child. 

Once again there have been a few press successes in the equestrian magazines. Pony magazine ran a 

great piece earlier this year on Pony Club Polocrosse. It has always proven difficult to obtain press 

coverage for our sport due to the small numbers who play. It is perceived by magazines that articles 

regarding polocrosse will not generate interest or sales. Our key press opportunities are within the 

numerous local magazines who often give away their publications free through tack shops. 

Unfortunately, there is not a database of these types of publications and so it has proven difficult to 

reach out to all of them. We rely heavily on members bringing them to our attention which has also 

proven difficult. However, it has been our experience that they are very keen to receive our news and 

have always responded well to this. If you feel able to write up an article about a tournament you have 
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been to or a particular training event then please do send it in to your local press. You may be surprised 

how easy it is to get your name in print! Alternatively, I am always happy to write articles but can only 

do so with information provided. Even just a tournament results list can provide the details for an article 

along with some nice pictures and the name and contact for your local magazine. If you would like 

polocrosse awareness raised in your area please do email me and let me know so we can explore 

options. 

Whilst on the subject of photographs, we are extremely grateful to all of those photographers, 

professional and otherwise, who have supplied us with photographs to use in the press and on social 

media during 2018. These are often supplied free of charge and for this we thank you. We always try to 

credit photographers where we can, particularly when sent to the press. We are happy for photos to be 

sent to us with watermarks so that if they are then used by a third party without our knowledge, you 

will still receive a credit. 

As we are now into the final few months before the World Cup our focus is on the team and their quest. 

It would be great to put together a blog for the actual tournament so if anyone would like to be involved 

in this then please do let me know.  

To contact the Press Officer with any ideas, stories or pictures please call or email: Caro Daniels; 

press@ukpolocrosse.co.uk 07802 325466. 

Caro Daniels – Press Officer 
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PONY CLUB POLOCROSSE UPDATE 
 
2018 has been another good year of growth and development for Pony Club Polocrosse. We have 

continued to try and engage new members in the sport via our network of Area coordinators and 

coaches around the UK and have had success in doing so.  

We also welcomed our first overseas touring side since 2011 with a team coming from Pony Club 

Australia. This tour was an important step for us and was a huge success. New friendships were made, 

the Australian team had a great time and we are trying to now arrange a reciprocal visit to Australia. We 

are very grateful to the UKPA Clubs Limemere and Celyn for their hosting of this tour. Without their help 

this would have not been possible so a big thank you to them as clubs and all their members who helped 

make it possible. We would also like to say a big thank you to all of our own volunteers who helped 

make this tour possible.  

We ran our Arena Challenge in April again and are grateful to Bombers for their continued sponsorship 

of this event. We got great feedback from the event and it was a great way to kick off the season at 

Dallas Burston Polo Club. We are running it again in 2019 on the 30th and 31st of March (so slightly 

earlier than this year).   

Then our other major event was the Pony Club Championships in August which went very well. We had 

a lot of new faces there, with about 50% of the players not being current UKPA members. However, it is 

the UKPA members who contribute the highest standard of play and so it is important that we can 

attract them. We do know the date is not ideal with regard to the UKPA’s own calendar but as just one 

of the Pony Club sports we cannot change the date of the whole championship and we think the 

benefits of being part of the Championships and the opportunities it gives the sport outweigh the issues. 

We hope the UKPA members can recognise this and the wider benefits being part of the Pony Club bring 

to the sport of polocrosse.   

The standard of play at the Championships was very high and the event once again served as a great 

show piece for our sport to the wider Pony Club and its membership. There are about 2,000 members of 

Pony Club and their families plus all the officials at The Pony Club championships so it is a big event for 

polocrosse to be part of. We do have a “Have a go” area at the event and this always proves fairly 

popular and helps us talk to new possible players and Branches/ Centres who are interested in offering 

the sport.  

Our committee worked very hard based on the feedback we had last year regarding the grass length on 

one of the pitches and this year did extra mowing and pitch preparation in the run up to the event to 

make them as good as possible.  We were also quite lucky in that we benefited from a rearrangement of 

other elements of the event and so had more camping and penning space this year, which made the 

camping and penning arrangements easier. We hope to keep this the same for next year (fingers 

crossed!).  

We are now looking forwards to 2019. We will be holding the Home Nations competition again and so 

will be selecting teams for that soon after the Arena Challenge. We hope this will be a fantastic event 

again and give young players the opportunity to get used to the idea of playing in national teams and 

being part of events such as this. We see events such as these and our overseas tours as being very 

important to help develop the UKPA’s own international teams in future years.    
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We would also like to work with the UKPA more closely to maximise the promotional opportunities we 

have for the sport within the Pony Club and particularly at the Championships. The Championships in 

2019 are likely to be at Cholmondeley Castle again with the date unchanged. There is a tender process 

starting to happen for the Championships venue in 2020 so we could see a change of venue then but 

obviously we will look to make sure the venue is suitable for our polocrosse requirements.  

We are always looking to get new members involved and put on a lot of winter/ spring training events to 

attract people into the sport, as in the summer there is simply not the time or opportunities to do this. 

However, to do that we do need coaches all around the UK, so we fully support the UKPA’s continued 

drive to train up more and more UKCC coaches and we encourage both clubs and individual coaches to 

work with their local Pony Club Area Coordinators, Branches and Centres to coach in the Pony Club. 

Overall, 2018 has been a great year for Pony club polocrosse and we are looking forwards to 2019. We 

are very grateful to all our volunteers for the work they have done throughout the year to help the 

sport. Our committee, coordinators, managers, coaches and numerous other people have given up 

many hours of their time to help young people play the sport of polocrosse and without their efforts we 

would not be able to offer this sport to Pony Club members so a big thank you to them!    

Iain Heaton – Pony Club Polocrosse 
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MINUTES OF THE 2017 AGM 

ATTENDEES: 

Eric Jenkinson - Chairman, Laura Scott - Secretary, Quintin Cornforth - Treasurer, Gill James – ESDO, Amanda 

Wasdell – EMR, Jason Webb (for part of meeting) – International Liaison Officer (South) 

Tom Simkin – Chief Coach, Ursula Scott – Safeguarding & Child Protection Officer and Coaching Development 

Officer; Danny Duhig – Chief Umpire; Vix Borland – Horse Welfare Officer 

Alex Vickers, Shaun, Katie and Hamish Gillanders, Dennis and Donna Hall, Kerry Bean, Anna Tarbuck, Katie 

Loutsiou, Phil Baker, Olly and Kelly Gardner, Miles Hewitt, Rob Jenkinson, Dawn Harper, George Wilson Fitzgerald, 

Gary and Deb Pedley, Sarah Simkin, Beth Scott, Erin Tufnell, Alice and Luke Ralli, Danny Woodward, Becky Davies, 

Chris Milburn, Shane Borland, Faye Scott, Jane Gilfillan, Tanis Loutsiou, Pip Rowland, Sean Hardy 

APOLOGIES:  

Eric Jenkinson – Chair, Jan Jenkinson - Membership Sec, Wayne Henning – International Liaison Officer (North), 

Colin Thomason – Marketing & Sponsorship Officer; Caro Daniels – PR Officer; Anna and Alice Kish, Penny Webb, 

Alex Scott, Tim Janes, Rachael Duhig, Iain Heaton    

SUBJECT COMMENTS ACTION / 
NOTES 

Welcome QC welcomed everyone to the AGM 2017 and shared apologies that Eric 
Jenkinson was unable to attend the meeting and he would chair the 
AGM in his absence.  QC wished Jan Jenkinson a speedy recovery from 
her knee operation.  

 

Minutes of the 
2016 AGM 

Approved.  Proposed by Chris Milburn and seconded by Anna Tarbuck. Mins of last 
AGM passed. 

Matters Arising  None  

Chairman’s 
Report 

QC noted that we have made progress with some growth in membership 
and the outcome of the heart monitoring survey showed a good 
standard of fitness in relation to the level of performance we ask of them 
reflecting well on the sport and how we look after our horses.  

 

Treasurer’s 
Report  

QC noted that there is increased pressure on our income and that he has 
presented several scenarios to the Exec around membership fees and an 
approach has been agreed that will see fees increase in 2018. The cost of 
running tournaments is not covered by most tournament entries and we 
need to accept that tournament entry fees will need to increase in 2018 
to sustain and invest in the sport and the facilities we use. 

 

International 
Officers Report 
(south)  

QC commented that there had been tours out to both the South Africa 
and the USA that had been very successful.  Luke Ralli thanked the 
organisers of the USA trip for all their efforts.  

 

International 
Officers Report 
(north) 

The European Challenge at Doncaster went well with the UK veterans 
putting on a great show. 

 

Member 
Representative 
Report  

The report was noted.   

Sports 
Development 
Report  

GJ commented no report was produced this year due to the quizzing she 
received on her 2016 report and that many other reports cover sports 
development items. GJ noted that several coaches were bringing new 
players into the sport.  PB commented that the impact of the university 
activity should start appearing in 2018 with an increase in membership 
but that there is shortage of venues and horses in some area of the 
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country, so the infrastructure needs to be in place to support it. The 
focus needs to be on the conversion rate with the view that if they leave 
university owning a horse, they will continue to play.  

Membership 
Report  

65 new members joined but over 30 have left highlighting a retention 
issue. SG asked what the historical picture looked like and whether we 
know why/when people leave e.g. how do we recapture those that left 
the sport 5/6 years ago due to their circumstances? BD asked if there 
was an opportunity to offer an arena membership as this could be 
another opportunity to bring people in over the winter season, QC 
confirmed that this is being explored.  

 

Administrative 
& Secretariat 
Report 

LS highlighted that work is underway to develop a horse/pony database 
so members can expect to be asked more questions on the horses they 
play and that the website will be redeveloped over the winter months.  

 

Coaching 
Development 
Report 

US explained that non-completion of UKCC pathways is still and as a 
result means that the UKPA does not receive the investment back.  
Discussions are underway to agree and increased registration fee that 
would be refunded on completion. UKCC is a professionally recognised 
qualification and ongoing competence of our coaches needs to be 
maintained. There was discussion from the floor around people who 
have not been able to attend assessment due to dates being cancelled, 
the value of the qualification verses the BHS qualifications and the Pony 
Club approach. TS confirmed that both the UKPA and PC require a 
technical polocrosse assessment to be completed.  TS noted that any 
overseas player who wishes to coach in the UK must evidence coaching 
qualifications and experience to maintain and adhere to UKPA 
requirements. GWF asked whether a bursary system could be 
considered to help fund the qualification.  

 

Safeguarding 
Report  

KB felt that underage drinking has been an issue at some events and 
questioned whether a stronger response and consequences are needed. 
GJ confirmed that in previous years members had been sanctioned for 
poor behaviour.  The view from the floor was that there needs to be 
clearer reporting/escalation mechanisms, clubs and tournaments 
organisers needs to be enforcing the guidelines and that sanctions need 
to be applied.  
US reinforced that all clubs need to step up and take greater 
accountability for safeguarding & child protection, use the ‘conversation 
or concern reporting form’ held by club safeguarding officers to 
document any concerns. 

 

Horse Welfare 
Report 

VB asked for two points to be discussed in the Open Forum.   

University 
Report 

Making good progress in getting sessions set up. QC noted that RS had 
sourced over £5k of prizes through donation or sponsorship.  

 

Press Officer’s 
Report 

Report was noted.   

Additional 
Reports  

The Pony Club update provided by Jan Whitehead and Iain Heaton was 
noted. AT and TS noted that a potential rule change on PC use of cage 
stirrups was being considered and would support rule alignment. GJ 
noted another positive change being Pony Club not requiting a horse but 
the rider to attend 3 rallies which allows greater use of horse hire. KG 
confirmed that pony club remains a strong growth flow to the UKPA and 
that hopefully qualifying competitions will be featuring.  

 

Resolutions QC confirmed that no resolutions had been received.   

Election of 
Officers  

Four roles up for election.  Both the Treasurer and Member Rep role 
were uncontested. QC continues, and Kerry Bean joins as the Member 
Representative.  QC thanked Amanda Wasdell for her time on the exec 
recognising her efforts and support.  
QC noted that nominations from the floor would be accepted for the 

Election of 
officers carried. 



 

24 

 

sports development and international liaison role as there nominations 
were received after the nomination close date. No nominations were 
received so WH and GJ continue in role.  
QC confirmed that JW role remains a co-opted role but recognised that 
clarity on role responsibilities is needed.  

AOB No AOB had been submitted in advance of the meeting but QC happy to 
accept directly from the floor if appropriate. 
CM asked whether a sports development report could be provided 
covering thing such as the longer-term plan.  GJ happy to give it a go but 
said she had taken on the role again because no one else had stepped 
forward. PB offered to meet with GJ to discuss strategy.  
BD asked for detail around the funding of the ULO role and whether this 
can be expanded? QC and PB confirmed that this role is intended to be 
self-funding through an increase in membership but currently some 
funding is provided by the UKPA. It was recognised that this role is 
broader than just universities but reiterated the need for the 
infrastructure (coaches, venues and horses) needs to support it. KG gave 
an example of where we may be using non UKCC qualified coaches for 
sessions that undermines the UKPA/UKCC position.  

 

Date of 2018 
AGM  

Agreed to take place at the same time in 2018 – around 10 November 
2018 but date to be formally confirmed.  

 

 

The AGM closed at 12.30pm.  
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR 2018! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


